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Abstract

Benefits of Natural Acquisition: A Contrastive Study of Chinese
and Japanese Learning Environments I\Q}Ggarding Restoration of
Japanese Shortened Words

Hideko Shibasaki, Katsuo Tamaoka, and Yuxin Wu

The present study investigates the restoration of 32 different shortened
words (tanshuku-go in Japanese) by two groups of native Chinese speakers,
one learning Japanese in Japan and the other in China, keeping the lexical
and grammar knowledge of these two groups the same. Results indicate that
native Chinese speakers learning Japanese in Japan could restore original
words from shortened words better than those learning Japanese in China.
Since the shortened words used in the present study are not usually taught in
formal classroom environments, the results imply that those who studied or
are studying within Japan must acquire these shortened words through natural
(or incidental) acquisition. This tendency was observed especially among
shortened words used in daily life such as baito ‘part-time work’, nyushi ‘entrance
examination’, suhan ‘mail-order business’, keitai ‘a cellular phone’, oba ‘Good
morning’, and so on. Shorted words commonly restored by learners both in
Japan and in China were those encountered in popular television programs and
songs (e.g. merikuri ‘Merry Christmas’).
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