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Constructing an Auditory Sentence Comprehension Test
for Five-year-old Pre-school Children

Katsuo Tamaoka® and Keiko Kosaka?®

Abstract : To measure sentence comprehension ability including syntactic knowledge in
five-year-old pre-school children, an auditory sentence comprehension test was developed
for the present study. The results of the test, administered to 32 five-year-olds, revealed
a typical normal distribution. suggesting good measurement of sentence comprehension
ability in pre-school children. Path analysis suggested that the auditory sentence compre-
hension test measures by multiple abilities, including richness of vocabulary and a good
working memory at the word level. Interestingly, some children with good kana reading
ability did not display good ability at auditory sentence comprehension, and visa versa. It
is therefore quite possible that the auditory sentence comprehension test measures lan-
guage abilities different from kana reading ability.

Key words : auditory sentence comprehension test, developmental language disorders,
five-year-old pre-school children. syntactic knowledge
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