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Generational differences in use of newly-created shortened Japanese words

TAMAOKA, Katsuo
(Graduate School of Languages and Cultures, Nagoya University, Japan)
TOKSOZ, Levent

(Graduate School of Letters, Hiroshima University, Japan)

The present study investigated the use of newly-created shortened Japanese words. Using
participants from the Hiroshima region, 108 males and females in their late teens to 20s, and 86
males and females aged in their 30s and 40s were asked to rank the subjective frequencies of
use for 21 shortened words (14 newly-created, and 7 more established words, i.e., those which
are found in the Kojien Japanese dictionary). A cluster analysis depicted three distinct
classifications. Cluster I consists of shortened words infrequently used by either the younger
or older generations, including the established word nama-kon (‘wet concrete’) as well as
newly-created youth slang such as sutaba-ru (‘to go to Starbucks’), sebu-ru (‘to go to a
convenience store, particularly a 7-11°), and rera-suru (‘to contact someone’). The durability
of these words is questionable due to their infrequent use. Cluster II includes frequently used,
newly-created, shortened words such as chaku-mero (‘receiving e-mail melody’), meru-tomo
(“‘e-mail friends’) as well as established Japanese words such as paso-kon (‘personal computer’)
and ea-kon (‘air conditioner’). Due to innovations in mobile telephones and e-mail
communication technology, these new words have come to be used widely by Japanese of
various ages. Cluster III includes so-called youth slang, kimo-i (‘feel ill”), muzu-i (‘difficult’),
koku-ru (‘express one’s love’) and ake-ome (‘A Happy New Year’) which may remain in use

only among members of the current youth generation.

Keywords: newly-created shortened Japanese words, generational comparison, subjective

frequencies

99



FEEEEKLAVN VX

100



