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Abstract: For this study, native Chinese speakers learning the Japanese language as their college major (the level of the first

or second year completion) have been given a vocabulary test. The results of the test indicate that wago (Japanese origins) are

the most difficult vocabulary for students, followed by kango(Chinese origins), and gairaigo(alphabetic loanwords). Results also

suggest that extensive knowledge of Japanese vocabulary is a major factor influencing Japanese language comprehension.

Therefore, we propose systematic vocabulary learning in order to improve students’ comprehension of Japanese language.(The

terms wago, kango and gairaigo refer to lexical classifications of Japanese words.)
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